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SPOTLIGHT ON GEORGIA 

August 2019 

After attending a 2020 Census meeting with 

Atlanta Regional Director George Grandy, Jr., and 

census staffers in 2017, then Georgia Governor 

Nathan Deal committed to forming a statewide 

outreach team designed to ensure no Georgia 

resident is left out of the count in 2020. 

The Georgia Complete Count Committee, formed 

by Executive Order on November 7, 2017, was 

tasked to “develop and coordinate a census 

outreach program to increase awareness about 

the census and motivate residents in the 

community to respond”, the order states.  In the 

2010 Census, the response rate in Georgia was 

unchanged compared to the 2000 census, holding 

at 72 percent participation for the state.   

The committee is chaired by Anna Wrigley Miller, 

Director of Planning, Research, Evaluation and 

Communications Division in the Office of Planning 

and Budget, and Rusty Haygood, Deputy 

Commissioner with the Department of 

Community Affairs, and is comprised of more than 

40 committee members from state and local 

government offices and agencies, non-profit 

organizations, advocacy groups, business 

associations, and educational institutions. 

In the Spring 2018, the Governor’s Office of 

Planning and Budget launched Georgia’s official 

census website, www.census.georgia.gov.  The 

website is just one piece to the state’s multi-

pronged approach, and was designed to inform 

Georgians about the upcoming census, including 

• Benefits to fill out the census 

• Why an accurate count is important to their 

community 

• How to get involved 

• Understand more about data security and 

how their information is protected 

In January 2019, Deal past the torch to now 

Governor Brian Kemp.  However, through the 

transition the Complete Count Committee 

continued forward with its work to ensure 

everyone is counted once, only once and in the 

right place in 2020. 
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A fter receiving a letter from Atlanta Regional 
Director George Grandy, Jr., regarding 

scheduling a meeting for a 2020 Census overview 
meeting, Georgia Governor Nathan Deal directed 
his chief of staff to set the date and involve key 
staff members.  Although the Governor was unable 
to attend due to a scheduling conflict, the meeting 
was highly productive. The Atlanta regional director 
thanked the Governor’s team for the work the 
2010 GA State Complete Count Committee (CCC) 
performed to raise awareness throughout the 
state. Also, his staffers provided the attendees with 
an overview of the 2020 Census operational design, 
geographical programs, recruiting and formation of 
a 2020 CCC.  
 

The meeting resulted in the signing  of  an 
Executive Order on November 7, 2017 establishing  
the Georgia State Complete Count Committee. The 
CCC was tasked to “develop and coordinate a 
census outreach program to increase awareness 
about the census and to motivate residents in the 
community to respond.”  The committee is chaired 
by Anna Wrigley Miller, director of Planning, 

Research, Evaluation and 
Communications Division in the 
Office of Planning and Budget, 
and Rusty Haygood, deputy 
commissioner with the 
Department of Community 

Affairs. It is comprised of more than 40 committee 
members from state and local government offices 
and agencies, non-profit organizations, advocacy 

groups, business associations and educational 
institutions. 
 

In the spring of 2018, the Governor’s Office of 
Planning and Budget launched Georgia’s official 
Census website, www.census.georgia.gov. The 
website is just one piece to the state’s multi-
pronged approach.  
 

In January 2019, Governor Deal passed the torch 
to now Governor Brian Kemp.  Through the 
transition the Georgia State Complete Count 
Committee continues forward with its work to 
ensure everyone in Georgia is counted in the  
2020 Census. 
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The Center for Pan Asian Community Services, Inc. (CPACS) is the first, largest, and longest-standing non-profit 

organization to focus on Asian Americans, immigrants, refugees, and other racial-ethnic minorities in the 

Southeast.  Asian Americans Advancing Justice-Atlanta (AAAJA) is a nonprofit organization with the mission to 

‘promote the civil and human rights of Asian Americans, Native Hawaiians, and Pacific Islanders in Georgia and 

the Southeast through policy advocacy, legal services, organizing and civic engagement, and impact litigation.’ 

Because of the work these two organizations do in the community, they understand the importance of ensuring 

an accurate and complete count in the 2020 Census, especially that of the Asian American, Native Hawaiian, and 

Pacific Islander community which has historically been undercounted in previous census cycles. 

 

On May 11, CPACS and AAAJA invited Asian leaders in Georgia to join the Georgia Asian American Pacific Islanders 

2020 Census Complete Count Committee (GA AAPI CCC) at their first kick-off meeting about the upcoming 2020 

Census.  The attendees included representatives from the Vietnamese community, Chinese community, Laotian 

community, Burmese community, Bangladeshi community, Korean community, Indian community, Taiwanese 

community, Thai community, Bhutanese community, and Filipino community.  

Victoria Huynh, vice president of CPACS and co-chair of the GA AAPI CCC, and Mrs. Karuna Ramachandran, deputy 

director of AAAJA and co-chair of the GA AAPI CCC, invited Census Partnership Specialist Tina Nguyen to conduct 

the 2020 Census presentation portion of the event,  including the history and impact of the Census, the upcoming 

2020 Census, and how Complete Count Committees with trusted voices are key to raising awareness of and 

encouraging                            participation of the community in the                                                       2020 Census.  

NON-PROFITS JOIN FORCES TO ENSURE COMPLETE COUNT OF ASIAN  

AMERICAN AND PACIFIC ISLANDER POPULATIONS 

Partnership Specialist Tina Nguyen discussing the privacy and confidentiality   

of the 2020 Census with Asian leaders in Georgia. 
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On May 11, the  Center for Pan Asian Community Services, Inc. (CPACS) and Asian Americans 

Advancing Justice-Atlanta (AAAJA) invited Asian leaders in Georgia 

to join the Georgia Asian American Pacific Islanders 2020 Census 

Complete Count Committee (GA AAPI CCC) for their kick -off meeting 

for the upcoming 2020 Census.  The attendees included 

representatives from the Vietnamese community, Chinese community, 

Laotian community, Burmese community, Bangladeshi community, 

Korean community, Indian community, Taiwanese community, Thai 

community, Bhutanese community, and Filipino community.  

CPACS is the first, largest, and longest -standing non-profit organization to focus on Asian 

Americans, immigrants, refugees, and 

other racial-ethnic minorities in the 

Southeast.  AAAJA is a nonprofit 

organization whose mission it is to 

promote the civil and human rights of 

Asian Americans, Native Hawaiians, 

and Pacific Islanders in Georgia and 

the Southeast. The focus of AAAJA is 

policy advocacy, legal services, 

community organizing, civic 

engagement, and impact litigation.  

Victoria Huynh, vice president of CPACS and co -chair of the 

GA AAPI CCC, and Mrs. Karuna Ramachandran, deputy 

director of AAAJA and co-chair of the GA AAPI CCC, invited 

Census Partnership Specialist Tina Nguyen to conduct the 

2020 Census presentation portion of the event.  This included 

the history and impact of the Census, the upcoming 2020 

Census, and how Complete Count Committees are key to 

raising awareness of and encouraging participation in the 

2020 Census.  

Non-Profits Join Forces to Ensure Complete Count of Asian  

American And Pacific Islander Populations 

Partnership Specialist Tina Nguyen discussing the 

confidentiality   of the 2020 Census with Asian leaders. 
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As we count down to Census Day on April 1, 2020, community leaders in Sumter County, GA realize how much is 

at stake to ensure everyone is counted accurately.  They have set an ambitious goal for the county - to have a 

minimum of 90 percent participation from their residents. 

In the 2010 census, 67 percent of Sumter County 

residents self-responded, which was a slight 

increase from the 62 percent participation rate the 

county saw in the 2000 Census. They know there is 

much work to be done to reach the 90 percent goal 

set for 2020.  That is why Sumter County, the City 

of Americus, and ONE Sumter Economic 

Development Foundation, Inc., have launched a 

local Complete Count Committee. This committee 

will work between now and next spring to educate 

the members of the community as to why the 

census is so important and to motivate them to 

respond. 

“The goal is to really drive participation,” Americus City Manager Charles L. Coney said in an interview with the 

Americus Times-Recorder. “The city will get a higher amount of per capita share from [federal] revenues based on 

the recorded population.”  This is in reference to Georgia’s portion of the $675 billion per year for the decade 

that will be distributed based on updated census data. These Federal dollars fund vital community programs and 

services.  Coney continued stating, “We are hoping to reach 90-plus percent participation if not 100 percent. If we 

get the word out and get people to participate, that’s an attainable goal.”  

Ivy Oliver, interim executive director of One Sumter Economic Development Foundation, Inc., was also featured 

in the Times-Recorder article addressing the risk of having an undercount, simply stating “…for every person not 

counted, that is money left on the table.” 

To kick off their efforts, the group held a training 

session for committee members and other 

community attendees at the Sumter Chamber of 

Commerce. This included a 2020 Census training 

presentation conducted by Census Partnership 

Specialist Gloria Strode.  

Census Partner Reaches for The Stars With 2020 Census 
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During their viewing party for the Census Day One Year Out National Press Conference held on April 1, 2019, 

Cobb County Library served up more than just pie.  As we prepare to count the population of the United States 

in April 2020, Cobb County Public Library Director Helen Poyer and staff want everyone to know that 

participating will allow everyone to get their piece of the “pie.” Data gathered during the census determines 

how Federal dollars get distributed to local communities throughout the decade. This includes funding for 

infrastructure, education, healthcare, and several other essential services.   

 

In addition to this event, the library 

also plans to host several 2020 Census 

events focusing on general education 

as well as recruiting for available 

census jobs.    

 

In attendance with Poyer and library 

staff were several other community 

leaders including the co-chairs of 

Georgia State Complete Count 

Committee and Cobb County elected 

officials.  

Pictured are Cobb County Library Director Helen Poyer, Anna Wrigley 
Miller and Rusty Haygood,  co-chairs of the Georgia State Complete 
Count Committee, Partnership Specialist Taylor J. Wilkes and Jason 
Gaines, Cobb County planning division manager. 

Cobb County Library says “Get Your Piece of the Pie” 
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 Black Belt Community Foundation Works to Promote 2020 Census 

A major Alabama university and a Selma area foundation have teamed up to increase the response rate in 

one of the state’s historic communities. 

The Black Belt Community Foundation was formed between the Selma Collaborative and the University 

Outreach at Auburn University. Their vision was of a “Regional Foundation for the Black Belt” in 2003 to 

specifically impact the Alabama Black Belt in a grassroots community foundation.  Essentially, they are 

working in this grassroots effort to promote the benefits and the importance of participating in the 2020 

Census for the people and the community. 

Executive Director Felicia Lucky stated “we have community associates in each of the 12 Blackbelt counties 

who are working proactively to promote and support the 2020 Census. We serve on the state Complete 

County Committee and have also worked with Voices of Alabama’s 

Children in promoting it. We are also sharing information about the 

employment opportunities offered by the Census Bureau.”  

Ms. Lucky said the collaboration will help boost participation from the low 
response of the 2010 Census.  The low response rate in 2010 is charged  
in part to this economically-challenged population receiving fewer 
resources throughout the decade.  

 
 

Truth Racial Healing & Transformation Event In Selma  
Includes Emphasis on 2020 Census 

 
The Black Belt Community Foundation held its Community Granting 
and Truth Racial Healing and Transformation (TRHT) Awards 
Ceremony in Selma over the weekend of June 29-30 according to 
Daron Harris, project co-director of the Black Belt Community 
Foundation.  
 
During the ceremony, Census materials were distributed to the 
enthusiastic crowd. Some 60 different community organizations were 
represented and awarded grant funding.  
 
Selma is part of the black belt of Alabama. It is named this for the 
black soil of the area. Selma is a major city in the Black Belt, along with 
the counties of Bullock, Macon, Lowndes, Dallas, Perry, Marengo, 
Wilcox, Greene, Pickens, Sumpter, Choctaw and Clarke counties. 
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 Juanita Mainster, Bernadine White King, Sala Green - Partnership Coordinators 
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Hispanic Census Ambassador for Three Decades in Orlando, FL 
 

For more than three decades, Orlando radio show host Lucymar Rivera has promoted to the Hispanic com-
munity the importance of answering all the questions related to the Decennial Census questionnaire. She 
does this on her daily radio program as well as at musical events and excursions in Florida.  
Lucymar stated she has sponsored the 2020 Census doing Public Service Announcements (PSAs) on her radio 
show called Las Mañanitas con Lucymar,  which  airs on  WDYZ -La Nueva 990 AM and 101.5 FM from Mon-
day to Saturday from 9 to 10 a.m. She also uses information from the Atlanta Region newsletter and the Cen-
sus website to create the PSAs.  

She is an active community leader and stated she has been promoting the 
Census decennial on her radio show for the past three decades . She stated 
“it is my civic duty to teach the audience the importance of answering the 
Census questions and emphasizes they don’t need to be afraid” about their 
legal status.  She said the 2020 Census results will reveal “the growth of the 
Hispanic community in our nation.”   

Recently, Rivera invited Central Florida Partnership Specialists Ingrid Cruz 
and John Pouerie to have an exhibit table at her event called "El Chapuzón de Lucymar" (Lucymar’s Splash 
Party) at Coquina Beach in Bradenton, FL. More than 200 mostly elderly Hispanic people received Census 
printed material in Spanish about the confidentiality and the importance of answering the Census question-
naire on April 1, 2020.  

Media Partnership Specialist Ingrid Cruz and  Partnership 
Specialist John Pouerie talked to Census Partner Lucymar 
Rivera. 

Hispanic families and elderly attendees received 2020 Census 
promotional material in Spanish while making a line to get their 
lunch, during the picnic at Coquina Beach, FL. 

Census Partners Lucymar Rivera, Dr.Vincent Preziosi and Linda 

Preziosi are committed to promote 2020 Census among their 

clients, employees and friends. 
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2020 Census promoted in National Television Show at Univisión Network 

 
 

 
Making the connection with Veterans in Orlando 

Nearly 10,000 veterans and Auxiliary members descended on Orlando July 20-

24 for the 120th Veterans of Foreign Wars (VFW) National Convention. The 

gathering's importance was underscored by the presence of U.S. Secretary of 

State Mike Pompeo and U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs Secretary Robert 

Wilkie. 

As part of a national partnership with VFW, the Census Bureau exhibited at the 

four-day convention to help maximize awareness among members of a key 

audience. Working as one, a team of national and local partnership specialists, 

media specialists and recruiting coordinators promoted the 2020 Census as 

well as job opportunities. This collaborative relationship-building made a criti-

cal connection between national and community-level audiences. 

The response by veterans in attendance was overwhelmingly positive and the 

contacts gathered will not only help partnership activities in Florida but across 

the country. In total, VFW membership spans 1.2 million veterans and 400,000 

Auxiliary members, many of whom are military spouses. 

Census Partnership Specialists Joanna Bryant-Caplette and Michael Stout (top) and 

Census Media Partnership Specialist Greg Engle (bottom) conducted outreach activ-

ities at the National VFW convention in Orlando, Florida. 

 Census Partnership Specialists Natalia 

Duarte, and  Erika Deetjen in the 

Watsco Center in Coral Gables, Florida. 

Univisión Network is one of the national Census partners. The Hispanic televi-
sion network invited the Miami Census partnership specialists to participate 
and promote the 2020 Census during the  16th edition of Univisión's “Premios 
Juventud.” The prominent awards ceremony celebrates Latin music artists, tel-
evision personalities, fashion and social media influencers, drawing thousands 
of people to the University of Miami's Watsco Center in Coral Gables, Florida.  
 
The Miami Census partnership specialists were given a booth in the public con-
course inside the arena to spread the message about next year's Decennial 
Census.  With more than 6,000 spectators in attendance, Miami Census Part-
nership Specialists Erika Deetjen, Natalia Duarte, and Ralph de la Portilla spoke 
with hundreds of people about participating in the Census.   
 
Univision hosts also mentioned the importance of the 2020 Census to those in 
attendance during a commercial break. The sold-out television show was tele-
cast live to millions of viewers and featured scores of Latin musical artists. 
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    City of North Miami promotes 2020 Census on Fourth of July celebration 

The City of North Miami hosts one of the largest Fourth of July celebrations in Miami-Dade County, every 

year, at Florida International University Biscayne Bay Campus.  Spectators come from all over to see the 

fireworks and this year the city had more than fireworks in store for their guests as Census 2020 was 

front and center.  

The city had a special booth set up where they distributed census information, passed out recruiting fly-

ers, fielded questions about the upcoming census and to top it all off they had a Census 2020 picture 

booth. For the picture booth the city used their very own census logo, which was created by their Com-

plete Count Committee, complete with fun signs that people could use to share the census message on 

social media in English, Spanish and Haitian-Creole.  

North Miami is a unique city with a population of almost 63,000 residents.  The city has several hard to 

count areas and everything they are doing through their Complete Count Committee and their internal 

outreach efforts focuses on those hard to count areas.  

Census information and recruiting flyers were distributed in 

English, Spanish and Haitian-Creole languages. 
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Weather Can Be A Major Challenge to a  
Successful Enumeration 

 

In October 2018, Hurricane Michael tore through the Florida 
Panhandle, leaving miles of ruin and destruction in its wake. The 
Category Five storm wiped out homes in several towns and cities and 
the pace of recovery is painfully slow. 
 
Bay County sustained the brunt of the hurricane. Although its leaders 
are working hard on the recovery, they are also organizing to urge 
each household to participate in the 2020 Census. In early May, the 
County Commission approved a proclamation establishing Bay 
County as a 2020 Census partner. With many of their residents still 
displaced, county officials have established a Complete Count 
Committee and are moving forward to get the best count possible. 
 
Because the Census begins and ends with geography, the senior 
management team from the Atlanta Regional Census Center toured 
the county to survey the devastated areas. The tour was narrated by 
Michael Johnson, director of community development for Bay 
County. In some parts of the county, more than 70 percent of 
housing structures – single family homes and apartments – are 
severely damaged and uninhabitable. In others, damaged public 
housing likely will remain uninhabitable. Holders of Section 8 
housing vouchers have been relocated to other cities or states in 
order to find viable homes. 
 
Many local leaders have expressed concerns about the long-term 
effects of Hurricane Michael during the next decade. They fear 
many of the displaced residents may not be back in their homes by 
Census Day, April 1, 2020. 
 

Pictured: Atlanta Regional Deputy 
Director Reginald Bigham;  Director of 
Community Development of Panama 
City Michael Johnson; Atlanta Regional  
Census Director George Grandy, Jr.;  and 
Partnership Specialist Victor Cora. 

The  Atlanta Regional Team visited seven 

municipalities during the trip in Bay County. 
More than 70 

percent of 

housing 

structures are 

severely 

damaged. 
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South Bay Launches its CCC 

The city of South Bay held its CCC workshop on August 1, capping a 
nearly seven-month long process of working with the South Florida 
partnership specialist who would not take no for an answer. 

Regular citizens turned out in stormy weather to join Mayor Joe Kyles, 
Vice Mayor Betty Bernard and City Manager Leandre Camel for a 
workshop conducted by Partnership Specialist Angela Johnson.  

This is the first Complete County Committee for South Bay, a hard-to-
count rural area that depends heavily on agriculture. Leaders hope 
this will improve the head count from 10 years ago. 

The town had a 60 percent participation rate in 2010. The leaders and 
residents who turned out for the training believe their numbers will be 

higher for 2020. 

They shared that they love this city and they wanted to play a role in the 
CCC in order to help raise awareness and get more participation from the 
residents.   

City Manager Camel took pictures during the session, to send to the Palm 
Beach County League of Cities and to post on Facebook and Twitter. 

The seeds for the workshop were planted during a meeting at the beginning 
of the year. Johnson, along with Florida Partnership Coordinator Juanita Al-
varez Mainster, met with the top government administrators of Belle Glade, 
South Bay and Pahokee –  three of the larger cities of western Palm Beach 

County -- to encourage them to form Complete Count Com-
mittees. 

Palm Beach County’s participation rates in the 2000 and 2010 Cen-
suses were 72 percent and 74 percent respectively for each peri-
od. By comparison, Belle Glade’s rates were 44 percent and 57 
percent; South Bay had percentage rates of 55 and 60; and 59 and 
60 for Pahokee.  

All three municipalities have agreed to form a Complete Count 
Committee.  South Bay is the first to have a training workshop. 
 

Members of the Complete County Committee 
for South Bay, Florida.  The workshop  was con-
ducted by Partnership Specialist Angela Johnson 

(second from left) and Partnership Specialist 
Maricela  Morado (far right). 

First meeting of the Complete 
Count Committees in South Bay. 

City Manager Leandre Camel  during 
the workshop.  
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The Franklin City Council unanimously voted recently 

to adopt a resolution creating a Complete Count 

Committee (CCC) and immediately appointed specific 

city personnel to act as liaisons to the 2020 Census. 

The personnel will work with Atlanta Regional Cen-

sus representatives to conduct outreach activities 

such as messaging and promotional events to raise 

awareness of the 2020 Census. 

Partnership Specialist Jeff Duhe addressed the City 

Council as members considered adopting a resolu-

tion to partner with the U.S. Census Bureau in pro-

moting residents’ response. Duhe explained the im-

portance of pro-active city and parish response in 

conducting an accurate count in 2020. He reminded 

council members that the scale and nature of many 

programs and possible funding for infrastructure, 

social and educational resources are all tied to accu-

rate census data. 

Council members shared concerns surrounding 

neighborhoods that are "hard to count." Duhe intro-

duced the Response Outreach Area Mapper (ROAM) 

to members and encouraged them to examine areas 

in their districts where census response is predicted 

to be lower than optimal. Each council member re-

ceived a link to the Census' online resources, includ-

ing use of the interactive online ROAM tool. 

St. Mary Parish, which includes Franklin, has already 

adopted a similar resolution to promote the 2020 

Census county-wide. 

Jefferson Parish Chief Administrative Officer Darryl 

Ward presented a proclamation to the U.S. Census 

Bureau Atlanta Region at the June 19 Parish Coun-

cil Meeting. The proclamation solidifies Jefferson 

Parish’s partnership with the Census Bureau and 

shows its commitment to the Census' goal of a 

complete an accurate 2020 Census count in Jeffer-

son Parish.   

Louisiana Partnership Coordinator Greta Jackson 

received the proclamation from parish officials.  

Jackson publicly affirmed to the City Council the 

Bureau's commitment to the partnership and to 

provide resources and information to the Parish 

Complete Count Committee (CCC).  Other Louisi-

ana partnership specialists also attended the 

meeting.  

Louisiana Partnership Coordinator Greta Jackson received a 

proclamation from the Jefferson Parish council on June 19 

Parish Receives Praise for Results  

Franklin unanimously votes to create  CCC 

Greta Jackson, Partnership Coordinator     

Theautry Green, Media Specialist 

Partnership Specialist Jeff Duhe addressed the City Council 

as members considered adopting a resolution to partner 

with the U.S. Census Bureau 
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The Franklin City Council recently voted 

unanimously to adopt a resolution creat-

ing a Complete Count Committee (CCC) 

and immediately appointed specific city 

personnel to act as liaisons to the 2020 

Census. The personnel will work with At-

lanta Regional Census partnership special-

ists to conduct outreach activities such as 

messaging and promotional events to 

raise awareness of the 2020 Census.  

The council understands the importance 

of pro-active city and parish responses in 

conducting an accurate count in 2020. 

The scale and nature of many community 

programs and funding for infrastructure, 

social and educational resources are all 

tied to accurate census data.  

Each council member received a link to 

the Census' online resources, including 

use of the interactive online ROAM tool.  

St. Mary Parish, which includes Franklin, 

has already adopted a similar resolution 

to promote the 2020 Census countywide.  

Jefferson Parish Chief Administrative Officer Darryl 

Ward presented a proclamation to the U.S. Census 

Bureau Atlanta Region at the June 19 Parish Coun-

cil Meeting. The proclamation affirmed the City 

Council's commitment to a Census partnership 

which will provide resources and information to 

the Parish Complete Count Committee (CCC).  

Louisiana Partnership Coordinator Greta Jackson 

received the proclamation from parish officials.  

Other Louisiana partnership specialists also 

attended the meeting. The proclamation solidifies 

Jefferson Parish’s pledge to the Census' goal of a 

complete an accurate 2020 Census count in Jeffer-

son Parish.   

Louisiana Partnership Coordinator Greta Jackson received a 

proclamation from the Jefferson Parish council on June 19 
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The Franklin LA City Council recently voted 

unanimously to adopt a resolution creating 

a Complete Count Committee (CCC) and im-

mediately appointed specific city personnel 

to serve as liaisons 

for the 2020 Cen-

sus. The personnel 

will work with part-

nership specialists 

to conduct outreach 

activities such as 

messaging and pro-

motional events to 

raise awareness of 

the 2020 Census.  

The council understands the importance of 

pro-active city and parish responses in con-

ducting an accurate count in 2020. The 

scale and nature of many community pro-

grams and funding for infrastructure, social 

and educational resources are all tied to ac-

curate census data.  

Each council member received a link to the 

Census' online resources, including use of 

the interactive online ROAM tool.  

St. Mary Parish, which includes Franklin, 

has already adopted a  resolution to raise 

Census awareness across the parish.  

Jefferson Parish Chief Administrative 

Officer Darryl Ward presented a 

proclamation to the U.S. Census Bureau 

Atlanta Region at the June 19 Parish 

Council Meeting. The proclamation 

affirmed the City Council's commitment to 

a Census partnership which will provide 

resources and information to the Parish 

Complete Count Committee (CCC).  

The proclamation establishes Jefferson 

Parish ’s commitment to create and 

implement an outreach strategy to increase 

Census participation among all households.  

Jefferson Forms a  
Complete Count Committee 

Franklin Unanimously Votes  
to Create  CCC 

Greta Jackson - Partnership Coordinator     

Theautry Green - Media Specialist 

Partnership Specialist Jeff Duhe 
addressed the council as members 
considered adopting a resolution 
to partner with the Census Bureau 

Louisiana Partnership Coordinator Greta Jackson received a 
proclamation from the Jefferson Parish council  
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Cheaka Burise, Partnership Coordinator 
Andrea Robinson, Media Specialist 

 

It was a festival to celebrate and acknowledge the end of U.S. slavery, but the city of Jackson MS, along with an empowerment 
organization and a communications company brought in a team from the Census Bureau to 
share information about the upcoming Census.  

Partnership Specialists Kristi Hicks, Titus Braboy, Constance 
White and Kyra Roby attended the annual Juneteenth on Farish 
Street festival to promote the 2020 Census. Thousands of men, 
women and children came out to listen to music, and learn about 
the upcoming Census.   

This is the fourth-largest Juneteenth event in the United States. 
Roby said she and team members talked to attendees about “our 
partnership efforts, the city's hard-to-count areas, and census 
jobs.” 

The festival featured tailgating, a parade, live music, activities for 
children, local vendors selling food, clothing, jewelry, art, and a 

booth with Census information. Legacy Builders, Inc., partnered with the City of Jackson and 
the Jackson Black Pages to host the festival. Festival organizer Hector Lewis touted the event 
as a celebration of Black heritage. Other city leaders, like Councilman De’Keither Stamps, see Juneteenth on Farish as a way to 
promote economic development. 

“This is how you rebuild a community by having great festivals that allow folks to come together in a peaceful way and also spur 
economic development,” Stamps said in an interview with WJTV-Channel 12. Stamps also embraced the 2020 Census for his Ward 
4 district. He reached out to Partnership Specialist Kyra Roby,  who will conduct a CCC training session in early August.  

Census Message Spreads in the Capital City  

Partners pledge to get Mississippi Delta residents involved in Census 
State Representative Orlando Paden gave 
Coahoma County constituents an update 
on the 2019 legislative session. 
Partnership specialists in the Mississippi 
Delta area and explained why residents 
should get involved in the 2020 Census.  

Paden, the District 26 representative from 
Clarksdale MS, brought together an array 
of people, including U.S. Rep. Bennie 
Thompson, for the annual Legislative 
Update Session at the Coahoma 
Community College Pinnacle.  

Thompson, of the Second Congressional 
District, provided updates from 
Washington, D.C. He agreed to support 
the Census and named field 
representative Cedric Watkins as a 
contact. 

 The event consisted of several vendors 
providing community services and various 
state representatives from neighboring 
counties to provide highlights.  
Partnership Specialists Carla Ross and 
Reggan Mason, along with Rachel Mayes, 
executive director of Southern Echo, gave 
a presentation about the Census process.  

Other guests who agreed to provide 
support for the Census are Lolita Bolden, 
program director of One Voice, a Non-
Profit Civic Engagement Organization; 
state Rep. Otis L. Anthony of MS House 
District 31, which includes  parts of 
Bolivar, Humphreys, Sunflower and 
Washington counties; and state Rep.  
John Hines of MS House District 50,  
which includes parts of Bolivar,  
Issaquena and Washington counties. 
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BUILDING PARTNERSHIPS IN & AROUND NORTH CAROLINA 

Mecklenburg County NC planted seeds 
for the 2020 Census a few months 
ago. Now those seeds are blossoming 
with events and activities. Meck 
Counts 2020 is Mecklenburg County's 
effort to encourage participation in 
the 2020 Census. The goal is to make 
certain that everyone who lives in the  
county is counted in 2020. 
 
So far, the county has hosted a 2020 
Census Year-Out Press Conference 
and Panel Discussion, CCC training, 
and two CCC meetings. The county 
hired a communications/marketing 
firm to promote its work and hosted a 
Media Roundtable. 
 
Much of this started when 
Mecklenburg County Manager Dena 
Diorio met with Atlanta Regional 
Director George Grandy, Jr., 
Partnership Coordinator Laura S. 
McClettie and Partnership Specialist 
Wilhelmenia I. Rembert in February 
2019 to discuss Mecklenburg County's 
commitment and plans to secure a 
complete and accurate count in 2020.   
 
Mecklenburg County's Complete 
Count Committee (CCC) formed in 
March. It is chaired by Diorio, and 
includes Mecklenburg County 
Commission Chairman George Dunlap 
along with more than 25 other 
community leaders/stakeholders. 
Members of the committee include 
leaders from business, education, 
faith-based organizations, government 
and ethnic communities. 
        

 
 
As a rapidly growing urban community 
with over one million residents, 
Mecklenburg County has taken a 
robust lead in developing its plan and 
strategy to count everyone. To that 
end, County Manager Diorio has 
requested, and the Board of County 
Commissioners has approved, over 
$450,000 to support the county's 2020 
Census outreach initiatives.  Ms. 
Deborah L. Goldberg was hired, part-
time, to coordinate the county's 
census efforts, "Meck Counts 2020," 
to work closely with Diorio, the CCC 
and the Census Bureau's liaison. 

Laura McClettie - Partnership Coordinator 
Theautry Green - Media Specialist 

Mecklenburg Plants Seeds to Make Everyone Count 

This CCC members say “Everyone in Mecklenburg County Counts.” 

Mecklenburg County has 

taken a robust lead in 

developing its plan and 

strategy to get every 

resident to be counted in 

the 2020 Census 
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BUILDING PARTNERSHIPS IN & AROUND SOUTH CAROLINA 

Mary Peeler - Partnership Coordinator     
Lindy Studds - Media Specialist 

The 2020 Census is the nation’s largest civilian mobilization effort. History shows that certain segments of the 

population are reluctant to participate in a Census for a variety of reasons. Those segments include folks living in 

rural areas. Hampton County, SC, is just such a rural area.  

This agricultural community, whose population is comprised of historically hard to count groups such as seniors, 

migrant farmer workers, tribal members, etc., has about 20 percent of its total population living below the 

poverty level, according to the 2010 Census.  Even with these challenges, Hampton County officials hope to 

improve on the 67 percent mail response rate achieved during the 2010 Census, which was up from the 55 

percent in 2000.  

The Hampton County Municipal 

Association, which is comprised of 10 

municipalities, held a 2020 Census 

meeting in Varnville, SC, to review the 

facts about the 2020 Census and to see 

what they can do together to ensure all 

residents respond and get counted.  The 

meeting included county officials and 

elected representatives from seven of 

the nine towns, including Varnville, 

Yemassee, Hampton, Brunson, Gifford, Fairfax, and Estill, as well as the Low Country Council of Governments and 

Palmetto State Bank.  Partnership Specialist Michael Kroll conducted the 2020 census presentation. 

As a result of this meeting, the county committed to form a Complete Count Committee and all others have 

committed to a partnership with the 2020 Census, with formal proclamations to come.  Once these partnerships 

are formed, they will work together between now 

and next spring on a series of community outreach 

events and activities that will engage and motivate 

all residents to participate and be counted. 

MUNICIPAL ASSOCIATION FOCUSES ON  
COMPLETE COUNT IN RURAL AREAS 

Town of Yemassee, SC presents their 2020 Census Proclamation 
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Deborah Hinote, Tribal Specialist 
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Deborah Hinote, Tribal Specialist 
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BUILDING PARTNERSHIPS IN INDIAN COUNTRY 
Deborah Hinote, Tribal Specialist 

American Indians are routinely undercounted in the decennial census. Tribal leaders rec-

ognize the challenges among their tribal people and the mistrust of government that still 

resonates within. However, tribal leaders also understand the benefits of being counted in 

the 2020 Census and have partnered with the Census in effort to get an accurate and com-

plete count of American Indians in the 2020 Census.  

Southeastern Mvskoke Indian Nation from Alabama getting involved with 2020 Census  
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BUILDING PARTNERSHIPS IN INDIAN COUNTRY 
Deborah Hinote, Tribal Partnership Specialist 

Southeastern Mvskoke Indian Nation of 
Alabama Preparing Tribal Members for 2020 Census  

Mvskoke tribal council members in 

Troy, Alabama recently agreed to 

participate actively in the 2020 Census as a partner.  

The tribal leadership acknowledged that Native Americans 

are among the populations traditionally considered as 

hard to count. However, leaders expressed that 

participation in the 2020 Census is very important to the 

tribe and its families.  The tribe was formerly named Star 

Clan of Muscogee Creeks and participated in the 2010 

Census under that name.  

At a recent meeting, the council expressed concerns 

about the potential lack of participation among the elders 

and millennials of the tribe. These challenges were 

discussed with the tribe by Deborah Hinote, tribal partnership specialist.  

Region’s State-recognized Tribes Promote the 2020 Census  

The Haliwa-Sapponi Tribe of North Carolina New 2020 Census Partner 

The Haliwa-Saponi Indian State Tribe has made the commitment to 

be a 2020 Census tribal partner.  Chief Brucie Ogletree Richardson 

agreed to participate in future tribal meetings, gatherings, and Pow 

Wows with the partnership specialists, as an essential part of the 

tribe’s outreach strategy. 

 

Twelve members of the Council met  

with Census Tribal Partnership Specialist Deborah Hinote and  

made the commitment to promote the 2020 Census  

among the members of the tribe using tribal meetings and  

events to deliver the message. Their core message is that  

participation in the 2020 Census is important for tribal members.  
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Native American Pointe-au-Chief Tribe Partner with 2020 Census in Louisiana  

Deborah Hinote, Tribal Partnership Specialist recently met with tribal liaison 

Christine Verdin along with 15 members and leaders from the Pointe -au-Chien 

Tribe to learn more about 2020 Census.    

The group committed to hosting more meetings and outreach events for 

presentations as the 2020 Census approaches.  

One of the challenges Tribal leaders expressed was that of limited access to in-

ternet services. They learned that the Census Bureau will provide the choice of 

answering the questionnaire by Internet, by telephone and will send question-

naires to get an accurate count in 2020.  

Hinote and the group discussed strategies on how encourage and assist tribal 

members in finding Internet service in places such as public libraries.  

Members of the tribe were receptive and wanted to obtain guidance to assist 

their elders in completing the Census form by April 1, 2020. In addition, they 

were concerned about the language barrier because most of them speak 

French.  

Hinote assured the members that Census Bureau will aid the issue of a lan-

guage barrier and the 2020 Census questionnaires will be in 12 languages, in-

cluding French.  
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CENSUS ACTIVITIES IN INDIAN COUNTRY 

The Pointe-au-Chien Tribe of Louisiana  
Becomes a 2020 Census Partner 

The Pointe-au-Chien Tribe will host meetings and outreach events for presentations as 

the 2020 Census approaches.  

At a recent meeting, tribal liaison Christine Verdin along with 15 members and leaders 

of the Pointe-au-Chien Tribe learned more about 2020 Census.    

One of the challenges Tribal leaders expressed was that of limited access to internet 

services. They learned that the Census Bureau will provide the choice of answering the 

questionnaire by Internet, by telephone and will send questionnaires to get an accurate 

count in 2020.  

Deborah Hinote, Census tribal partnership 

specialist, led the group as they discussed 

strategies on how to encourage and assist 

tribal members in finding Internet service 

in places such as public libraries.  

Members of the tribe were receptive and 

wanted to obtain guidance to assist their 

elders in completing the Census form by 

April 1, 2020. In addition, they were 

concerned about the language barrier 

because most of them speak French.  

Hinote assured the members that Census Bureau will aid the issue of a language barrier 

and the 2020 Census questionnaires will be in 12 languages, including French.  

Deborah Hinote, Tribal Partnership Specialist 
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REFUGEE & IMMIGRANT LEADERS SUMMIT 

 

Advocates for people in immigrant 
and refugee groups cite challenges 
that face them in the turnout for the 
2020 Census these include: cultural 
differences, mistrust of government, 
language barriers, and immigration 
laws  

Leaders with the Atlanta Region Cen-
sus Center worked to allay those con-
cerns during the Immigrant and Refu-
gee Summit in New Orleans on June 
27 and 28. The purpose of the 
meeting according to Director George 
Grandy, Jr., was “to provide you with 
a framework on how we take a cen-
sus.”  

Summit participants held spirited dia-
logue with Census Bureau administra-
tors about procedures with the up-
coming decennial count of people in 
the United States. Keynote speaker 

Trang-Khanh “TK” Tran kicked off the 
discussion by sharing her experiences 
trying to get refugees to respond in 
the 2010 Census. TK is chief operating 
officer of Boat People SOS, Inc. 
(BPSOS), a partner organization with 
the Census.  

TK grew up in Southwest Vietnam as 
the eldest child in a close-knit family. 
When a communist government 
took over, her family fled the coun-
try for the United States. She wit-
nessed the plight the sudden change 
had on her countrymen. Now  her 
passion is for the Vietnamese immi-
grant community. 

BPSOS helps at least 10,000 refugees 
per year through domestic programs 
– family services, health awareness 
and promotion and survivor services. 
TK said those programs are exam-
ples of why it’s important to partici-
pate in the Census.  

She also warned education is needed 
to bridge fears that refugees may 
have. “This is a new concept of these 
communities,” TK said, adding refu-
gees don’t understand the im-
portance of the Census and, “They 
fear their personal data is being 
shared” with the government. 

TK pointed to challenges her agency 
had during 2010 Census as they 
knocked on doors of reluctant partici-
pants in the community.  

 In 2010 the reaction of community 
members was unforgettable. “We 
knocked on a door and said ‘We’re 
here to do the census survey.  

The person who answered asked ‘who 
is he and what does he want?’”   

“All those questions raised a red flag. 
Our community does not know about 
the census but it’s our job to educate  
them, “TK said. 
 

Overcoming Cultural Barriers for an Accurate Count 
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REFUGEE & IMMIGRANT LEADERS SUMMIT 

 

Several attendees said they must get the refugee community to understand 
the Census process, and bring them out of the shadows to participate in the 
2020 count. Some suggested using the same ‘get out the vote strategies’ 
they use for voter registration.  

“They’re hiding because they’re fearful,” said Alba Linares, who works with 
Guatemalan refugees in Florida. On the second day of the summit, however, 
she said, “you have my commitment because we want them to get counted.” 
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ATLANTA’S HOMELESS  INITIATIVE 
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HOMELESS & DISABLED LEADERS SUMMIT 

 

Life’s challenges, compounded by a mistrust in the federal government, could 

impede participation among homeless and disabled residents in the 2020 Cen-

sus. 

That warning came from program administrators and activists who represent 

both groups during the Homeless and Disabled Summit held June 25 and 26 in 

New Orleans.  

Participants from nearly 30 organizations across the seven-state Atlanta Re-

gion discussed ideas on how to increase response rates among homeless and disabled residents, which are considered 

hard-to-count. The organizations are either partners for the 2020 Census or are considering joining in the effort.  

Among the concerns are the stigma of homelessness and accommodations for 

disabled people which may present a challenge in getting an accurate census 

count. Atlanta Regional leaders say 

now is the time to prepare the two 

groups. 

Keynote speaker Eric McGhee, a grants 

program manager with the Atlanta 

Public Schools district, said funds that 

the federal government set aside to help homeless students in grades K-12 

could help. A federal law known as McKinney-Vento supports school district 

programs for homeless students. He advised school districts and advocates to utilize the 

program. “McKinney-Vento removes barriers from fully partici-

pating in schools,” McGhee said. 

Homeless individuals are hard to count because they’re very mobile 

and hard to pinpoint. Many are afraid to speak with enumerators, 

who are mistaken for law enforcement. Still others don’t want to 

admit that they are homeless out of shame or guilt, experts say.  

In a spirited discussion, program administrators raised concerns 

that go beyond students. Among  

those are a lack of financial resources,  

appropriate literature for blind and  

hearing-impaired residents or for people  

with mobility issues.  

 

Advocates for Homeless, Disabled Warn of Challenges Ahead 
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Haliwa Saponi Indian State Tribe to Partner with 2020 Census 

Members of the Haliwa-Saponi Indian State Tribe 

met with the Census Tribal Partnership Specialist 

Deborah Hinote recently.  The purpose of the 

meeting was to educate, encourage, and support 

the tribe in participating in 2020 Census.  

In order to increase the Census count among the 

American Indian Alaskan Natives (AIAN) countries 

it was crucial to have the meeting with the mem-

bers of the tribe. The Chief Brucie Ogletree Rich-

ardson agreed to participate in future tribal meet-

ings, gatherings, and Pow Wow ’s with the Atlanta 

Regional Census Partnership Specialists.  

Twelve members of the Council met with Hinote 

and made the commitment to promote the 2020 

Census among the 3,600 members of the tribe us-

ing tribal meetings and events in order to deliver 

the message that it is important for tribal mem-

bers to participate in the 2020 Census  

The Haliwa-Saponi is a Native American people 

recognized as a tribe by the state of North Caroli-

na. They are located in the Northeastern Piedmont 

area. The Haliwa-Saponi hold membership on the 

North Carolina Commission of Indian Affairs.  

In  the 2010 Census Haliwa-Saponi Indian State Tribe  

members were partners with the Census and have 

committed to partnering again  during the upcom-

ing 2020  Decennial Census    
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Fact Sheet on  
2020 Census  

Questionnaire Subjects 
• What We Ask 

• Why We Ask it 
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RESOURCES FOR PARTNERS 

NEW FACT SHEET URGING PARENTS TO INCLUDE  
YOUNG CHILDREN ON THE CENSUS QUESTIONNAIRE 
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RESOURCES FOR PARTNERS 

NEW FACT SHEET FOR EDUCATORS 
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RESOURCES FOR PARTNERS 

NEW FACT SHEET TARGETING RENTERS 
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A FINAL NOTE  

Atlanta Regional Census Center Partnership Newsletter Team 
George Grandy, Jr., Regional Director 

Reginald Bigham, Deputy Regional Director 
Manual Landivar, Assistant Regional Census Manager 
Harry Rodriguez, Assistant Regional  Census Manager 
Marilyn Stephens, Assistant Regional Census Manager 

 

Andrea Robinson, Media Specialist & Editor 
Media Specialists & Story Contributors 

Ingrid Cruz 
Lindy Studds 

Theautry Green 
Greg Engle 
Will Powell 
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