





INTRODUCTION

The North Central Cumberland Area Detailed Land Use Plan is part of a continuing effort by the Cumberland County Jbint Planning
Board to provide detailed land use plans throughout the County. This Plan completes the northern portion of the County and provides
a detailed plan for the Town of Linden. The Sudy Area is defined by Harnett County on the north, the Cape Fear River to the ead, the
Soring Lake Study Area and the Fort Bragg Reservation to the west; and Carvers Creek, Bethune Drive and Wolfpoint Drive (the
northern boundary of the North Fayetteville Sudy) to the south. It contains approximately 33, 468 acres on 3,677 parcels. Most of the
Area is rural in nature with more dense development in the southern portion, as well as in the East Reeves Bridge Road i Palestine
Road - Ramsey Street triangle. Most of the Area east of Ramsey Sreet and south of McBryde Street has a slope of less than 10%
(relatively flat terrain); while the area north of Palestine Road, west of Ramsey Street, and along the Cape Fear River bluffs have a slope
greater that 10 percent.

The 1-295 Corridor, BRAC, and general growth will create new opportunities for economic development in this Area. It is imperative

that these new economic opportunities be accommodated in harmony with the desires and aspirations of the residents, maintains the

unique character of the area, preserves and protects natural resources, protects farming, provides adequate land and locations for
commercial activitie s , and is devel oped i n a manner thatés economihsésl an
achieved through the involvement of the Area® residents, business and economic development interests, the public sector,
conservation and preservation entities, farmers, and other stakeholders. This Plan is primarily directed toward land use planning, but

it does touch on other issues as they relate to land use planning. Traditionally, the Planning Saff has geared area plans to a twenty year
window. The residents of the Area have chosen to develop a more conservative plan with aten year window due to the uncertainty of

utilities in the area, a sluggish economy and a general feeling that it is better to develop a limited plan rather than an aggressive plan

that will spark haphazard and sporadic commercial and industrial development.

The document is divided into two Sections that address the portion of the Sudy Area in the unincorporated area of the County and the
Town of Linden (Overall Area and Town of Linden). The Recommendations Chapter in the Sudy pertains to both the Overall Area
and the Town of Linden.
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PLANNING PROCESS

The planning process for the developing the North Central Cumberland Area Detailed Land Use Plan consisted of the following
components: (1) Definition of the Sudy Area; (2) Gathering and analyzing existing data about the Area; (3) Conducting the public
participation component, which included vision sessions with the citizenry, establishment of a Citizens Planning Committee to
develop the Plan; a citizens feedback meeting on the proposed Plan, and a final Citizens Planning Committee meeting to review and
make changes based on the public comments before recommending it as the proposed Plan; and (4) Approval of the Plan by the
Planning Board, and Adoption by the Cumberland County Board of Commissioners and the Linden Town Board of Commissioners.
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PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

COMMUNITY VISON SESSONS

The key cornerstone in developing the Plan is the community input process. The initial step of the process began with notifying all
property owners by direct mail. There were 2,446 notice letters mailed. The first community meeting was held on dune 17, 2010 at
the Pine Forest Recreation Center. There were a total of 50 citizens in attendance. The second community meeting was held on June
24, 2010 at the Linden Community Building. There were 41 citizensin attendance. At both meetings, Staff presented a brief overview
of the Area, a vision session was conducted, and questionnaires were completed. The vision sessions consisted of asking the citizens
three important questions: What would they like to see in the future for the area? What are the liabilities that would hinder this future?
What assets are currently in the area that can help to obtain this future? The attendeesoresponses to these questions were as follows:

Pine Forest Recreation Center Meeting on June 17, 2010

FUTURE

A No changes*

Keep it farmland*

Quality rural development

Improve County water system

Increase law enforcement patrolling

Better road maintenance*

Traffic engineering

Better management of future traffic

Recreation facility near Linden*

Lots of green space

Public transportation between Linden & Fayetteville
Dirt roads paved with state funds

Expanded city water & sewer*

Limited commercialization

Increase amenitiesin this area (theatres, restaurants,
hotels)

A No annexation by Fayetteville!

A Better planned communities

A No higher taxes

DD DD D D DD D D> D
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A No additional development
Water & sewer without annexation*
Quality of development in wet areas

> >

ABILITIES
Limited patrolling by law enforcement*
Lack of fire hydrants
Employment opportunities
Smells from Kelly-Springfield
Existing haphazard development
Dirt roads

> > > > > >

%

No factories

Peace & quiet*

No crime

Good accessto 1-95

Good schools*

No city taxes

Good community feel, (atmosphere)
Low density

Cyclic traffic

Same density as current zoning
Trade-off of amenities to existing community character

I I D D D D D

Linden Community Building Meeting on June 24, 2010

FUTURE

A Emergency shelter

Parkways/greenways for recreation (pathways for pedestrians)
Improving the roads (McBryde Rd)*

Things to stay as they are*

Linden be a place to live & belong

Outside Linden wants park*

> > > > > >
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Maintain rural character

Public access (boat) to rivers

Activities that bring community together
Revitalization of old Linden school

Hwy 401 widen

Change county boundaries

Extension of water & sewer areas already
developed*

Extension of broadband areas already developed
Protect farmland*

Retain rural culture & atmosphere in the area

Take look at intersections along Ramsey Sreet
(Traffic) (East Reeves Bridge & Hliot Bridge Rd)
Large lot residential

Planned commercial

Noise ordinance for shooting ranges

Library

I I D D D D

> > D D

> > > >

LIABILITES

A Turkey & hog farms

Shooting ranges (noise at range)
Abandoned pets

County Commissioners

Poor planning

Hunters parking on roadways
Sormwater issues for drainage ditches (beavers)
Lack of law enforcement*

Wells (private)

Distance to schools

Overcrowding of schools

No library

Septic tanks

No greenways or pedestrian trails
High taxes

Taxes too high for services received

2D D DD D D D DD D D> D
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A Too much government bureaucracy
A Better signalization at railroad crossing

ASSETS

Quality of people

Rural atmosphere

Peace & quiet*

Cape Fear River & Lower Little River
Schools*

I I > >

*Denotes similar answers from both meetings
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RESI DENTS6 QUESTI ONNAI RE RESULTS

Thenextstepoftheprocesswastogathermoreoftheresidents6 i nsights i nto the desires and pre

Sudy Area. The Planning Saff conducted a survey of the attendees through questionnaires handed out at both community meetings. A
total of 78 questionnaires were completed and returned. All information was summarized and documented.

On the questionnaire, citizens were asked to indicate the importance of various issues as it relates to their quality of life. According to

the resul ts, in the AVery Iwaspndirsttplace tvith 67ctatd \wotp0(86%0); protedted farmlpnd cameint i o n
second place with 61 total votes (78%); and property tax came in third place with 59 votes (76%). | n t he A Not | mport
auditorium/arena came in first place with 44 total votes (56%); mass transit came in second place with 41 total votes (53%); and
downtown came in third place with 34 total votes (44%).

On the questionnaire, citizens were asked to indicate the quality of each listed item in their neighborhood today. According to the
resul ts, in the AGoodod category, fire protection camecondpladei r st
with 41 tot al votes (53%); and water system c ameory masstrandtcadeirp| ac e
first place with 47 total votes (60%); sewerage system came in second place with 32 votes (41%); and auditorium/arena and job
opportunities were tied in third place with 27 total votes each (35%).

On the questionnaire, citizens were asked what they most didiked and liked about the North Central Cumberland County Area. The
following are the actual responses given. The digit beside the response indicates the number of times it was repeated.

Things you DISLIKE most about the North Central Cumberland County area and why:

They annex areas to make money: increase taxes.

Haphazard development. No overall plan. Anyone can sell their land to a developer for a subdivision.
The increase of (high) taxes. 5

We need sewerage/ no (public) sewer. 5

Do not want annexation.

City limits of Fayetteville keep extending north.

Too close to Fayettenam.

Traffic. 2

Sow development.

Roadways will cause future congestion.

Traffic congestion on Ramsey S. and Hliot Bridge Rd at 401 in mornings.
County water system. 1
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Smell from the Goodyear plant. 2

The air quality that isrelated to Goodyear Plant emissions.

Breaking and entering (increasing) crime; we are being preyed upon/ crime rate against property & persons. 6
Few/lack of (top notch) restaurants. 3

No hotel to accommodate visitors. 2

No shopping center. 1

Not enough grocery stores. 4

Need more law enforcement presence, routine and frequent patrols/not enough law enforcement patrols. 6
No sidewalks or areasto ride bikes.

Some road conditions.

Unable to get into town easily.

Public water system stops 1 mile short of my property/no water linesto our property. 2

Roads. 2

Property tax in Linden Farm community is way too high for services we get.

Increased amount of speeding in the North Central area.

It seems like more and more land is being developed taking away from the beauty of the area. | hope Linden is not developed any
further.

Government intrusion! Government trying to take over! Leave our land alone! 3

No movies, eating place, or good shopping on this side of town. Would like to have some things that are on Ft Bragg side of town
on this side.

This area has grown over the past 10 years without regards to school overcrowding, traffic, & shopping.
Not enough recreation in the areal lack of nature trails/parkways. 2

Insect control isvery bad.

Apartments.

Growth.

Poor zoning/ Town of Linden still lacks any zoning or ordinances to protect/retain current properties.
Schools. 2

Social services.

Ft Bragg i too much noise and too much impact on community services.

All the old houses (etc) to be discarded.

Lack of healthcare.

We canb det help for the Town of Linden- only talk. Traffic violations including speeding.

Trailer parks & areas like Yadkin Road eye sores. Need major facelifts!

Fayetteville.

Sill need planned growth plan that complements current facilities.
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Police response time/ adequate sheriff response time is questionable. 3

Lack of (no) infrastructure i water, sewer, traffic control. 2

Linden has very little identity as compared to other small towns'communities. No plan for development.

Shooting range right outside Linden 1 noise.

Trash on roads; when you live in the country some people think that the back roads are a dumping area.

Property tax & inspections.

Lack of attention by County. Reponses to needs of this area. We are often asked are we really in Cumberland County? We send tax
dollarsto Cumberland, but dond6t see much return.

The Internet penetration is poor and the franchise agreement with TWC isarip off.

Things you LIKE most about the North Central Cumberland County area and why:

Private/ remoteness. 2

Bigger lot: land/ large tracts of (open) land. 2

Rural identity/country-like atmosphere/country living. 24
Away from the city (Fayetteville)/not in city limits (Fayetteville). 5
Lower poverty area.

No apartments.

No hotels.

Sparse population. 3

Limited development.

Limited/no (traffic) congestion. 5

Good/great schools, not overcrowded yet. 4

Shopping center and healthcare are close by. 2

Low crime.

Central location.

Not overbuilt/not overly developed (yet). 3

Not too commercial.

Peace and/or quietness (without the crime or traffic). 10
Good neighborhood.

Good recreation facilities.

Library.

Keep it rural, green areas.

People. 4

Growing, but outside city limits. 2
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Not crowded/ space.

Resi dents respect one anotherod6s property and personal l i ves.
Linden, please leave our farm land alone.

There are so many. | enjoy living in Cumberland Co. | live here and work in Hoke Co.
Geographic area.

Not zoned.

Green space.

| t 6 s b e au& gorgeaus dutdopns/ eatural beauty. 3

Access to Raleigh.

Churches.

Ft Bragg - good for business.

Limited government intrusion.

Tax rate is reasonable.

The slower pace of life. 2

Openness.

We know our neighbors.

Questionnaire Demographics
* Demographics of the questionnaire show that 53% are Male; 71% are White; 45% are age 35-54; 82% live in a single family home;

95% own their home; 37% are retired; 50% live in the unincorporated area of Cumberland County; 21% live in the Town of Linden;
37% have lived in the North Central Area over 20 years; and 45% expect to live in the North Central Area another 20 or more years.

* Answers with the highest majority responses are shown. The percentages are based on the total responses to the questions.
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NORTH CENTRAL AREA CITIZENSPLANNING COMMITTEE

The final ingredient from the community meetings was to establish a Citizens Planning Committee to develop the Plan with Planning
Saff facilitation. Citizens interested in forming a Citizens Planning Committee
were asked to meet immediately following the meeting. The North Central Area
Citizens Planning Committee (NCACPC) was created. Initially, there were 52
citizens that signed up to participate. The Committee held its first meeting on uly
22, 2010 at Pine Forest Recreation Center. There were 13 citizens in attendance
at that meeting.

The NCACPC convened and the agenda was to introduce the members to each
other and the Planning Saff, for the Saff to teach a land use planning short
course, present more in depth demographic information, present the initial
guestionnaire results, explain the process to be utilized in developing the Plan,
starting with developing Goals and Objectives for the Plan. The Committee held
numerous planning sessions at the Pine Forest Recreation Center to develop the
Plan for presentation to the North Central Area residents, including the Town of
Linden, for consideration. The Plan was presented to the residents at community
meetings on Jnuary 20, 2011, at the Pine Forest Recreation Center and on

Jnuary 27, 2011, at Parkers Grove United Methodist Church Fellowship Hall in

Linden. The concerns of the various property owners were recorded and sent to

the Citizends Planning Committee for C C
met on February 17, 2011 and considered these concerns and finalized a
recommended Plan to be sent to the Planning Board for consideration and
forwarded to the governing bodies for approval.
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AREA CURRENT ASSESSMENT AND PROJECTIONS

Growth and development within a given area can be correlated to the associated economic, housing, and demographic conditions
and trends that have occurred. A snapshot of the Sudy Area pertaining to information in these contexts was extracted from the 2000
Census data.

ECONOMIC CONDITIONS

Economic conditions in the Sudy Area were looked at in terms of employment and household income. Trends in labor force
characteristics are illustrated in the graph entitted Comparison of Employment Status Census Tract 37 1990-2000 as shown below.
According to this illustration, the number of persons in the Labor Force (16 years of age and older) increased at least 163% between
1990 and 2000. The number of personsin the Armed Forces increased 51% and the number of civilians in the Labor Force increased
158% for the same time period.

There are approximately 3,093 persons in the Labor Force as of
2000. According to the chart Employment Satus of Census Tract
37 for the Population 16 Years and Over, 90% are employed in
the Civilian workforce and 10% are in the Armed Forces.

Comparison of Employment Status Census Tract 37 1990-2000

Employment Status of Census Tract 37 for the Population 16
Years and Over

Number of Persons

In Labor Force In Armed Forces Civilian:

2000 ® 1990

O InArmed Forces ® Civilian: I

North Central Cumberland County and Town of Linden Detailed Land Use Plan May 2011 Page 16




Employment by Industry of the Civilian Population 16 Years

2%

2%

d

2%

and Older

2%

O Agriculture, forestry, fishing &
=] lélcj)rr:tsi?rguction

O Manufacturing

B Wholesale trade

O Retail trade

B Transportation & warehousing
O Information

O Finance & insurance

B Real estate & rental and leasing
O Professional, scientific &

technical services
O Administrative, support & waste

mgmt. serv /
B Educational, health & social

services :

B Arts, entertainment and
recreation

B Accommodation and food

services :
B Other services (except public

admin)
B Public'administration

According to the graph entitled Employment by Industry of the
Civilian Population 16 Years and Older, the top five employment
categories are as follows: 21% of the civilian employees are in the
educational, health and social services field; 16% are employed in
manufacturing; 12% work in retail trade; eight percent are in
public administration; seven percent are in construction; six
percent are in real estate and rental leasing, and arts,
entertainment and recreation, respectively; four percent are in
wholesale trade and professional, scientific and technical services,
respectively; three percent are administrative, support and waste
management services, and two percent are in information, other
services, finance and insurance, and agriculture, forestry, fishing
and hunting, respectively; and one percent isin transportation and
warehousing.

Comparison of Median Household Income 2000

Census data is also available for the median household
income. The chart titled Comparison of Median Household
Income 2000 illustrates that the median household income in
Census Tract 37 is $52,868 dollars compared to $37, 466 for
the County, which is a difference of approximately $15,402
dollars.

Dollars

CT 37

County
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Unemployment Status Census Tract 37

N

| O Employed O Unemployed

Census data illustrated in the graph entitled Unemployment
Satus Census Tract 37 reveals that 96% of the personsin the
Labor Force are employed and 4% are unemployed.
Comparing this data to the overall County unemployment
status shows that 91% are employed and nine percent are
unemployed.

Summing up this data shows that the employed population
has shown a significant increase since 1990; the majority of
the employed persons is in the civilian labor force;
approximately 21% of the persons employed are in the
educational, health and social services field; the median
household income within the Sudy Area is approximately
27% higher than the County; and the number of unemployed

Generally, the overall economic conditions within the
Sudy Area appears to be stronger than Cumberland
County overall.

HOUSNG CONDITIONS

Housing data, such as the number of houses, housing
types, occupancy rate, and owner occupied units, was
also examined. According to the chart titled Housing
Unit Occupancy Satus Census Tract 37, there were
2,390 housing units in Census Tract 37 in 2000. Of these
total units, 2,232 units (93%) were occupied and 158
units (seven percent) were vacant. The vacancy rate for
Census Tract 37 is dightly lower that the overall County
(nine percent).

persons within the Sudy Area is less that the County overall.

Total Number of Units

Housing Unit Occupancy Status Census Tract 37

2,500
2,000
1,500
1,000

500

Total Occupied Vacant
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According to the Occupied Housing Units Census Tract 37 graph, at least 1,917 (86%) units were owner-occupied and 315 units

(14%) were renter-occupied. Comparing these figures to the overall County reveal that 59% of the total housing units in the County
(63,748) are owner-occupied and 41% (43,610 units) were
renter-occupied.

Occupied Housing Units Census Tract 37

Hous ng types in the Sudy Area range from stick built single
family and multi-family structures to manufactured homes.
Out of the total number of housing units in the Study Area,
approximately 75% (1,787) being stick built and 25% (603)
being manufactured homes. There are approximately 1,768
single family wunits, 19, multi-family units and 603
manufactured homes within the Study Area.

2,000

1,500

1,000

500

Number of Units

Summarizing this data reveals that most of the housing units
in Census Tract 37 are occupied and the majority of those are
owner-occupied. The majority of the total housing units are
stick built single family units.

Owner occupied Renter occupied

DBEMOGRAPHICS

Population and economic data are collected and reviewed as part of the preparation of a land use plan in order to see trends in
general, social and economic characteristics of the population within a given area. The 2000 US Census data provides specific
information that can be used for this purpose. This data is presented in specific geographic areas ranked in order of descending size
such as National, Sate, County, Place (municipality), Census Tract and Block. For purposes of this Sudy, Census data will be
examined by Census tract and Place. Oftentimes a Census Tract is larger than the study area of a detailed land use plan, which is the
case with the North Central Cumberland Study Area and Census Tract 37. However, examination of the data of Census Tract 37 will
give a good representation of conditions and trends within this Sudy Area. Census data by Place will be used to examine conditions
and trends within the Linden Town Limits. Comparisons have been made between Census Tract 37, the County as a whole, and the
Town of Linden. Data including general population characteristics, labor force, income, education, and housing characteristics have
been selected in order to present existing conditions and growth trends that have occurred within the Sudy Area. While Census datais
available from 1970 to 2000 for each Census Tract, data for each Place is only available from 1990 to 2000 for the Town of Linden.
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Even though this data is not as extensive, it will present trends that have occurred within the Town. For purposes of this Sudy, the

Census data for Census Tract 37 refersto the Sudy Area.

According to the 2000 Census data, the total population of
Cumberland County is approximately 302,963 persons. The total
population of the Town of Linden is 126 persons and the total
population of Census Tract 37(minus the population of Linden) is
6,191 persons. The graph Sudy Area Population Comparisons
illustrates the population of Linden, Census Tract 37 and the
County as a whole. Census Tract 37 represents approximately
two percent of the tOtal population, while Linden represents less
than one percent. The remainder (98%) represents the remaining
County population.

Study Area and County Population Change 1970 - 2000

350,000
300,000
250,000
200,000
150,000
100,000
50,000
0

Number of Persons

1970 2000 % Change

E CT 37 O County

Study Area Population Comparisons

| O County OCT 37 OLinden

Growth has occurred within Census Tract 37 as well as the
County as a whole. According to Census information,
Census Tract 37 experienced 180.5% increase in population
between 1970 and 2000. Cumberland County experienced
a 42.8% increase in population for the same time period.
This information is reflected in the Sudy Area and County
Population Change 1970 i 2000 graph. The population
within the Sudy Area has grown approximately four times
faster than the overall County population.
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Accordi ng to the illustration Sudy Area Population by Age Study Area Population by Age Characteristics 2000
Characteristics 2000, at least 61% of the total population
within Census Tract 37 is between 20 and 64 years of age;

32% is between 0 and 19; and seven percent is 65 years of age
and older.

Comparison of Age Characteristics 2000

350,000
300,000
250,000

200,000 00-19 B 20-64 O65+ I

Persons

150,000 oCT37
100,000 lCountyl Asillugtrated in Comparison of Age Characteristics 2000, the age
50,000 characteristics of Census Tract 37 are aimost identical to the age
0 : characteristics of the overall County population. Approximately
s 296 o o 32% of the population of Census Tract 37 is between 0 and 19
Age years of age, compared to 31% for the County population; 61% of

the population in Census Tract 37 is between 20 and 64 years of
age, compared to 61% for the total County population; and 7% of the
Census Tract population is 65+ years of age compared to 8% for the Comparison of Change in Age Characteristics 1970-2000
County asawhole. -

250.0%
Age characteristics are also used to demonstrate trends that have
occurred within a given population. According to the illustration
Comparison of Change in Age Characteristics 1970 i 2000, Census
Tract 37 experienced an increase of approximately 259.0% in the
population between the ages of 20 and 64 years of age. Additionally,
there was an approximate 220.0% increase in the number of persons
65 years of age and older; and there was an increase of at least 95.0%
in the number of persons between 0 and 19 years of age. The overall
County population experienced an approximate 231.0% increase in
the number of persons 65 years of age and older. Additionally, at least

200.0%
150.0%
100.0%

Percent Change

50.0%

0.0%

0-19 20-64 65+ Total
Age
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60.0% of the population increased between the ages of 20 and 64 and approximately 5.6% of the overall County population increased
between 0 and 19 years of age. Summing up this data reveals that Census Tract 37 experienced a significant increase in a younger age
population as well as a total population compared to the County.

Census data also provides information on the sociological composition of a given population, such as number of households,
household types, and number of family households. Within Census Tract 37 there are 2,229 total households. Of this number, 84% of
the total households are comprised of 2 or more persons and 16% are 1-person households. Analyzing this data further reveals that of
the households with 2 or more persons, 97% are classified as family households and three percent are non-family households. At least
85% of the family households are married couples and 15% are classified as other family. Approximately 70% of the households
classified as other family are female householder with no husband present and 30% are male householder with no wife present.

According to the graph entitled Sudy Area Population 25 Years

Study Area Population 25 Years of Age and Older by Grade Attainment of Age and Older by Grade Attainment, approximate|y 31% of
the population earned high school diplomas, 17% earned
bachel or 6s degr e e scollete51%r moretyeans, d e d
BNo schooling completed but received no diploma; nine percent earned associate degrees,
bl seven percent attended some college, less than 1 year, no degree;
871h and sth Grade and five percent ear ned mast er {iwe paicenyj onyes al
e completed the 9" and 10" grade; two percent of the population
8 2th Grade No Diploma earned professional degrees and doctorate degrees each. The
e majority of the population within the Study Area is within family
®50me College, 10 more years, no degree households and over a quarter of the population has earned either
ce e anassoci at e, b acondottovaredegree. mast er 0's
e
Doctorate degree PRO JECTI O N S
The Population and Economic Study 2006 i 2035, April, 2008,

prepared by the Fayetteville Metropolitan Planning Organization
(FAMPO), has divided their planning area, which includes Cumberland County and portions of Harnett and Hoke Counties into 11
Planning Districts to project future growth. The North Central Cumberland Sudy Areas is within Planning District 7. The overall
population in District 7 is expected to increase at least 23%; employment is anticipated to increase approximately 27%; and the total
number of housing units will increase at least 23%. Comparing the projections for this District with the remaining Planning Districts
only within Cumberland County (Planning Districts 1-6, 8, and 9) indicates that the overall population for the County is projected to
increase at least 27%; employment is anticipated to increase approximately 25%; and the number of housing units is projected to
increase at least 20%. The projections for the North Central Cumberland Sudy Area and the County are very similar.

North Central Cumberland County and Town of Linden Detailed Land Use Plan May 2011 Page 22



AREA NATURAL AND PHYSCAL CONDITIONS

Development of aland use study includes the analysis of the natural and physical conditions that exist within the Sudy Area. This
analysis providesinsight as to how these conditions have shaped the development that has occurred and how they will affect future

development within the Sudy Area.

PRIME FARMLAND

Map 1
Prime Farmland

8%,

Jes i

| Gk Fodr ier/fQ)

Legend

=== Linden Town Limits :] Prime Farmland
----- Study Boundary \ State and Locally Important Farmland

Farming has played a major role in the Sudy Area over the
years. Soil characteristics indicate there are some relatively good
soils for farming, asillustrated in Map 1 - Prime Farmland. Data
shows that 8,866 acres or 26% of the Sudy Area has Prime
Farmland while 11,333 acres (34%) has Sate and Locally
Important farmland characteristics. Farm data in the Area shows
that the numbers of farms are dwindling, and the farms are
getting larger in size.

VOLUNTARY AGRICULTURAL DISTRICT PROGRAM

Cumberland County has adopted a Voluntary Agricultural
District Program which allows farmers to voluntarily participate
in a program that recognizes viable farming operations.

According to Map 2 - Voluntary Agricultural District Program,
there are 32 parcels containing approximately 2,146 acres (6%)
in the Voluntary Agricultural District Program within the Study
Area. A large portion of the Sudy Areaisin the Present Use Tax
Value Program. Data shows that 299 parcel containing 18,431
acres or 55% of the Areaisin the Present Use Taxation Program.

Legend
=== Linden Town Limits - Farms in Voluntary Agricultural District Program
e ee e+ Study Boundary Farms in the Present Use Taxation Program

Map 2
Voluntary Agricultural District Program
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HYDRIC SOILS

Map 3
Hydric Soils

Harnett County

Miltary
Reservation

Soil conditions play a major role in the development of an

area. Hydric soils present challenges for development and are

subject to more regulatory controls. The Sudy Area contains
approximately 9,347 acres(28%) of A A0 soi l s or
Hydric soilsasa maj or component Mo st
located along major streams, and in the bands in the central

and eastern portions of the Sudy Area. There are
approxi mately 7,644 acres (23%)
possibly exhibit hydric soils characteristics or have wet spots.

The ABO0 soil s eental ahd@asterh modioniofn t h
the Study Area and along the Cape Fear and Little Rivers. This
information isshown in Map 3 - Hydric Soils.

Legend

feeet e Linden Town Limits - Hydric Soils or Have Hydric Soils as a Major Component

0000 Study Boundary Could Possibly Exhibit Hydric Soil Characteristics or Have Wet Spots

SPECIAL FLOOD HAZARD AREA

Soecial Hood Hazard Areas in the Sudy Area are located
along the Cape Fear and the Lower Little Rivers and their
tributaries and along Carvers Creek in the western portion of
the Sudy Area. The Special Hood Hazard Area consists of
approximately 2,381 acres or 7% of the Study Area. Map 4 -
Soecial Hood Hazard Area shows this data.
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